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remarkable and historic event with its significant
theme: Creative Fidelity to the Founding Charism
and Spirit: Challenges and Responses. The Chapters
were held in all the six Provinces at different point of

time spanning from the month of May to July.
Underling the significance and relevance of the

theme in her orientation talk titled - ' Creative Fidelity
to the Founding Charism and Spirit: Understanding
through the Prism of Three Lives', Sr. Philomena
Mathew, the Superior General emphasized that
creative fidelity to charism “aims to connect together
our roots and our wings, that is to say to conjoin
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a forward march with a blend of tradition and
innovation in living and responding to the emerging
situations with creative fidelity to the founding
charism of the congregation.

A week-long spiritual retreat guided by
Fr. Devasia Vazhayil SDB preceded the Chapters.
With a time of collective study, discernment and
varied spiritual experiences, Chapter was a fulfilling
pilgrimage wherein' My Story becomes Our Story'.
The confluence of the members trod the path of a
synodal journey of discernment, communion,
participation and mission.
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From the Superior General
Hasten to Serve with Love




Bangalore
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Weaving the Past, Present an

Stories of old have been told and retold orally from one
generation to the next before written script began. That's how the
past became traditions that define the culture and identity of the
people.

Folks before 80's may be nostalgic at recalling bedtime -
stories when siblings cuddled together at night to hear the myths,
folklores, ancient heroic, romantic or ghost stories from
grandma or elders. Those were in fact entertaining and educative
moments when the past met the present while shaping the future.
The significance of it is obvious as - “A people without the
knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree
without roots.” - Marcus Garvey. The saying holds true to
nations, tribes, ethnic groups and institutions as the past
becomes heritage that defines their uniqueness.

Yet, the wheel of time continuously churns out impressive
new trends, lifestyle and attitudes which are alien to the
traditions, faith, cultures and values inherited. There's often a
tug of war between traditions and modernity. While getting
stuck in the past is a no-win situation, progressing with the time
in creative fidelity to the foundational heritage facilitates the
uniqueness, strength, beauty and effectiveness of the people or
organizations.

The award-winning musical film of 1971 'Fiddler on the
Roof" still resonates today with its relevant theme of traditions
and modernity. The opening line stresses that “Without our
traditions, our lives would be as shaky as a fiddler on the roof.”
The tidal waves of instability in the society, brokenness in
family and relationship, empty pews in churches, self-identity
crisis and various forms of lawlessness can be largely due to
shaky traditions and disregard of the valuable heritage of
practices and values. Embracing the past heritage, recreating
them in the present context can be an endless stretch to the future
giving immortal status to the group as new stories with a strong
foundation is woven time and again.

For a stable life today, it is crucial to uphold and respect each
other's history and cultural values; reinforce family togetherness
and traditional values; connect the broken chain in the society
and community living; renew devotions to the divine and belief
in life beyond the grave; revitalize the Church's traditional
practices to strengthen the faith and promote a synodal journey,
where everyone participates like the earliest Christians.

The MSMHC Provincial Chapters with its significant theme
calls for a blend of tradition and novelty for effective mission
and relevance. Today's vibrant MSMHC is the blooming of the
seeds sown by Founder and pioneers and tomorrow's harvest
depends on the seeds sown today by its members with traditions
held high. The MSMHC's rich legacy will have relevance when
it becomes bedtime - stories and relived in novelty by its
members.

Be a thread that weaves the past, present and future into a
mosaic of beauty.

Sr. Irene Zosiami
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Guided Retreat for Retreat Preachers

A twelve-member team
comprised of Provincial
Councilors with one more member
each from the six provinces
attended a week-long guided
retreat from May 1 - 6 at
Abhishekagni Renewal Centre,
Attappadi, Kerala. Guided by
Sr. Amy Emmanuel ASJM and her
team, the retreat with focus on
training retreat preachers dealt
with the word of God, renewal
through personal transformation,
guidelines on how to become good
news to people. One of the
participants Sr. Bernadeth Kropi,
Provincial Councilor for
Evangelization, Guwahati said,
“The retreat has taught me how to
be an agent of the Good news to all
through the power of the Word of
God.”

The sisters went on pilgrimage
to St. Alphonsa’s tomb and Infant
Jesus Church at Cherppunkal.
They visited old age home run by
Medical Sisters of St. Joseph and
home for the destitute run by
Daivadan Sisters at
Vadakkencherry, Palakkad and
prayed for the inmates. At Lord
Matha Forane Church,
Vadakkuncherry, the sisters had

meaningful interaction with about
200 children and youth who were
on summer camp. While speaking
on the Church in Northeast India,
they also shared about the MSMHC
congregation, its charism and
contributions to the Church and
society. The sisters participated in
the church feast at St. Joseph
Church Kannambra, joined the
procession and other programs.




May 24 as 'a day of Gratitude'

Like every other year, the Northeast Domestic Workers' Week 2023
was observed from June 10 - 16 with vibrancy at various centres across
the Northeast states under Centre for Development Initiatives (CDI),

the social wing of the MSMHC.
The week long observation had its
primary purpose of disseminating
awareness about the domestic
workers with the theme -
“Recognize Decent Work for
Domestic Workers for their Social
Protection and Sustainable
Development.”

The series of events organized
during the week were, awareness
campaigns, observation of anti-
child labour day, salary slip
campaigns, flyers distribution,
petition submission, celebration
of international domestic workers




day. The activities highlighting the
plight of the domestic workers and
other social issues aimed at nurturing |8
hope for better lives. The weeklong S
observation culminated on June 16 §

with the celebration of international
domestic workers' day.
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Feast Day of Mother Cum Community Day
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FEI Alumni Association
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[\ Congratulations!
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The world is richer because of you:

Archbishop John Moolachira to Jubilarians
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- He had a compassionate heart: Don. Pier Luigi Cameroni on Bishop Ferrando

Summer Camps
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Major Superiors Visit African Mission

Sr. Philomena Mathew, Superior
General and Sr. Rose Paite, General [ &
Councilor for Social Apostolate visited &8
MSMHC African mission from August 22-

30. About 17 sisters representing all the
eight communities of vice delegation from
six countries gathered at Johannesburg for
retreat as well as Chapter animation. The
program was animated by the Superior g
General. The visit played a significant role
in mapping creative missionary
endeavours for effective apostolate in this
exotic African continent where the
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Eswatini

South Sudan
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South Sudan Welcomes Sr. Rose Paite

The MSMHC sisters and people of Tonj welcomed Sr. Rose Paite, General Councilor for Social
Apostolate on August 31 as she reached for her maiden visit to South Sudan mission.
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